
 

 

 



 

 

 

IB’s mission and philosophy 
 

At the centre of an International Baccalaureate (IB) education are students with unique learning styles, 
strengths and challenges. The IB focuses on each student as a whole person. Thus, IB programmes 
address not only cognitive development but social, emotional and physical well-being. The aim is to 
develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people with adaptable skills to tackle society’s 
complex challenges and who will help to make it a better, more peaceful world.  

Validating the efficacy of the IB’s programmes are research and more than 50 years of practical 
experience. IB programmes emphasize learning how to learn and teaching students to value learning 
as an essential, integral part of their everyday lives. The IB promotes the development of schools that:  

• inspire students to ask questions, pursue personal aspirations, set challenging goals and 
develop the persistence to achieve those goals  

• develop knowledgeable students who make reasoned ethical judgments and acquire the 
flexibility, perseverance and confidence they need in order to bring about meaningful change  

• encourage healthy relationships, individual and shared responsibility and effective teamwork. 

Measuring Outcomes 

To measure what students have learned and to monitor their progress, IB teachers use a range of 
assessment strategies including formative assessments that provide ongoing feed- back that can be 
used by instructors to develop their teaching and by students to identify their strengths and 
weaknesses, and target areas that need improvement. Teachers use summative assessments which 
are internationally benchmarked for older students, and are criterion-referenced. This means students 
are measured against a set of agreed upon learning outcomes rather than graded on a “bell curve” as 
in norm-referenced assessments. 

The IB experience 

… is not just a way to learn, it’s a way of life and, for more than 1,250,000 students each year, the way 
to a better, more peaceful world. IB students take an active part in, and contribute to, their school, 
their local community and their global community. It becomes a way of life for IB students to feel loyal 
to their immediate surroundings but to also think beyond them. (…) 
 

We practise what we teach, too. We are committed to making good education accessible to 
everybody. Geography, finance and resources can make this difficult but, ever since the IB was 
founded, we have worked tirelessly to overcome these barriers to create a better and more peaceful 
world through education. 
 

That is why, today, more than half of IB World Schools are state funded and why the organization has 
a bursary fund to promote access (…).  
 

In recognition of how the IB can contribute to developing future generations, the governments of 
Australia, Ecuador, Japan, Malaysia, Spain, Canada and the United States are supporting the IB Diploma 
Programme in many more state schools. It is an important part of government policy to raise 
educational standards where possible.  

© IB in Education for a better world 
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The Athénée is offering a 7-year international course of study 
which compasses three different cycles: 

 

➢ Following our three preparatory years (7th to 9th grades) and our two intermediate years (10th 

and 11th grades) students start the actual IB Diploma Programme (12th and 13th grades) 

➢ The Athénée officially acquired the status of IB World School in February 2010: we are 

officially authorized to offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. 

 

You are cordially invited to attend our Open Day, 

on January 16th, providing a general presentation of 

the International Classes and IB DP cycles 

as well as an insight into school facilities and contributions 

by teachers and students involved in the programme. 

 

 

 
 

   The International Baccalaureate® 
  Diploma Programme 

 

   and the International Classes 
 

    at the Athénée de Luxembourg 
 

   Open Day 2025 
 

   16th January at 18:30 
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Introduction:  
 

Claude Meisch: The International Baccalaureate® in Luxembourg 
 

 

 
Since 2008 the Athénée de Luxembourg offers students from all backgrounds the opportunity to attend 
international classes and obtain the International Baccalaureate Diploma. The I.B. is a secondary education 
diploma program taught in 2000 institutions from 125 countries throughout the world. Its diploma is equivalent 
to the Luxembourgish Diplôme de fin d'études secondaires and is recognised by a majority of universities. 
 

The implementation of this program is part of a policy of differentiation within the national public school offer. 
Besides the Athénée de Luxembourg, where the study course is in English, the IB program is also offered in 
French at the Lycée Technique du Centre in Luxembourg-city. 
 

In the context of an on-growing globalization movement it has proven essential to offer young residents a 
multilingual curriculum allowing them to integrate and participate in local life as well as pursue further studies 
or launch their professional career in a country of their choice. Taken from this perspective, it is clear that the 
approach to languages has to be adapted to the students’ needs and expectations. 
 

In the past, some voiced their concern that multilingualism might be an obstacle to successful studies. Today, 
though, nobody can deny that linguistic diversity is a precious resource not solely for the individual but also on 
a societal level. 
 

Multilingualism facilitates international exchange in very diverse domains, as for example in research and 
science, which are international and multilingual as they are based on the knowledge and the skills of the best 
researchers worldwide, irrespective of their mother tongue. The importance of multilingualism is rapidly 
intensifying and comes into view as both a chance and a challenge for the individual as well as for society as a 
whole. 
This is all the more the case in a modern society which appears increasingly internationalized and globalized. 
 

We should keep in mind that multilingualism is a tradition in Luxembourg and that for a long time our students 
have benefitted from the instruction of a vast array of languages in our secondary schools, which is not the case 
in many other countries. 
 

On the one hand, it is essential to allow for our young natives to perfect their skills when acquiring foreign 
languages, in particular English which is to become the language of world communication. 
 

On the other hand, our country is subject to substantial migration fluxes and our educational system also has 
to provide young expats with the best possible chances to acquire academic expertise which will pave their way 
to further studies and a successful professional and personal life. 
 

For these reasons, Luxembourg’s offer in educational and teaching programs is kept as vast as possible and the 
international classes preparing for the International Baccalaureate Diploma at the Athénée de Luxembourg are 
just one of our many offers. 
 

I thus wish those students, who have decided to take this path, a lot of success and the necessary interest and 
diligence to pursue their quest for academic proficiency which will pave their way to a bright future that lies 
ahead. 
 

Claude Meisch / Minister of Education, Children and Youth 

 



 

6 

 

 
Claude Heiser: The International IB curriculum –  
   another road to success 
 

 

 

 

 

Organising international classes in a traditional secondary school like the Athénée certainly reflects the changes 
our country has already experienced for some decades, as it now offers an attractive job market and appealing 
living conditions; the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg welcomes a growing number of people from all over the 
world and, over the years, has succeeded in creating a multinational, multi-cultural, multilingual and open-
minded society. It was in this context that in 2006, the government asked the management at the Athénée to 
implement an "international IB curriculum" with the aim of diversifying the public school offer. Launched by the 
director Émile Haag and developed by his successor, Joseph Salentiny, as well as by various IB coordinators, the 
project was a real success. The first 5th Grade International class was launched in 2007. In 2010, the Athénée 
was officially accredited as an "IB World School" and in 2012, the Athénée awarded diplomas to its first 
graduates of the IB Diploma Programme. Since the 2017-2018 academic year, our school has been welcoming 
and teaching international students at all levels, from Year 7 to Year 13. 
 
Integrating the international system into a public school in Luxembourg is in line with the humanist values that 
we have taught, followed and defended at the Athénée for four hundred years. The fact that the course is free 
allows each pupil to study, irrespective of their background, thereby promoting equal opportunities for young 
people. Our school has always taken the right to an education – irrefutably a fundamental basic right – very 
seriously, as our teachers strive body and soul to deliver a very high level of education. The International 
Programme is now an integral part of the broad and diverse selection of studies existing at the Athénée as it 
offers a further unit in addition to the departments of art, business, literature and science. Even though its 
holistic approach differs from the traditional Luxembourgish system, it follows it by emphasising the analytical 
thought process, creativity and autonomy of students, and surpasses it by supplementing the traditional 
curriculum with social and cultural activities. In light of this, the International Programme meets the 
requirements of a humanist school not only in teaching disciplinary knowledge, but also by developing the 
transversal skills and general culture of young people. 
 
Meanwhile, our international classes have become successfully integrated into our everyday school life, and 
pupils and parents have come to feel that we are indeed one and the same homogenous school community 
with the same rights and benefits for all. The pupils of the international classes thus fully share both our 
educational facilities and extracurricular activities with the pupils of the classes of the national system, which is 
entirely in line with the CAS (creativity, activity, service) experiences of the IB Diploma Programme. IB students 
have thus, over the years, become full members of the school community, participating in our well-known KIC 
(Kolléisch in Concert), becoming members of the school’s students’ committee (“Schülercomité”) or helping 
raise money through different activities for our school’s NGO “Athénée – action humanitaire”, for example.  

 
The international classes have consequently greatly enriched both the school’s syllabus and the Athénée’s 
scholastic community, which is distinguished by the desire to push oneself and learn, as well as its multicultural 
and open-minded character. As we begin this new school year, I would like to thank everyone involved in the 
school community for their tireless commitment to the teaching and education of young people. I also wish all 
our students a year full of satisfaction and success on both an academic and personal level. 

Claude Heiser 
Headmaster 
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I. The International Baccalaureate® Diploma Programme  
(IB DP) at the Athénée:  

Overview 

 

This programme enables students with an excellent command of English to follow 

academically challenging and balanced secondary studies in English focusing on languages 

and sciences, which prepares them thoroughly for further studies at university and life 

beyond. 

 
 
IB World School 
 

The Athénée acquired the status of IB World School in February 2010, 

which means that we are authorized to offer the IB study programme 

and to host the two final diploma years since September 2010. The IB 

offered at the Athénée is recognized by the legislator as equivalent to 

the Luxembourgish school-leaving certificate (Diplôme de fin d'études 

secondaires). 

 

 

Organization 
 

The Athénée offers a 7-year study programme, which encompasses three different levels: 

Following the three preparatory years (7th to 9th grades) and the two intermediate years (10 th 

and 11th grades), students will start the actual IB DP (12th and 13th grades). Although students 

may join the programme in any grade (depending on spaces available), we advise students 

coming from the regular Luxembourgish system to join the programme in grade 10.  

The IB DP is a highly demanding two-year international programme that meets the needs of 

highly motivated students and leads to a qualification recognized by leading universities 

around the world. To obtain an IB diploma, students take a challenging liberal arts course 

and pass examinations in six academic subjects.  

Additionally, students have to take the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course that investigates 

the nature of knowledge in various disciplines, to participate on a regular basis in experiences 

and projects of Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS), undertake original research and write an 

Extended Essay (EE) of 4,000 words. 
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Subjects taught in the IB Diploma Programme at the Athénée 
 

Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature: English A Literature HL and SL  

Group 2: Language Acquisition: French B HL and SL  

Group 3: Individuals and Societies (Economics HL and SL / History HL and SL) 

Group 4: Sciences (Biology HL and SL / Chemistry HL and SL / Physics HL and SL) 

Group 5: Mathematics:  Mathematics Analysis and Approaches HL and SL 

Group 6: The Arts (Visual Arts SL, German B HL and SL, or another subject from groups 3 or 
4) 

NB: The school reserves the right to cancel a subject if there are insufficient numbers to make up a group. 
 
General entry requirements/admission process 

To be admitted into one of the grades offered, students need an excellent command of English and 

fulfil the age requirements. In addition, each applicant needs to submit a complete portfolio and 

attend a preliminary interview in order to establish the candidate’s suitability for the programme. 

Upon successful completion of the interview, the applicant will be invited to sit our admission tests 

(English and Mathematics for grades 7; English, French and Mathematics for grades 10; , 11 and/or 

12). All applications are treated individually, on the basis of each student’s portfolio.  The interviews 

take place online, in March and the tests at the Athénée end of April respectively. The application procedure 

opens October 1st and applications for the next school year are accepted until March 1st. Application forms are 

to be filled in from http://www.al.lu, where further information can also be found. 

http://www.al.lu/
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7th grade (7IEC) – Preparatory year 1 
 

Academic area (IB) Subjects Number of lessons Weighting 

First language English (core)* 4 4 

Second language French (core)* 

Luxembourgish 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Individuals and society History 2 2 

Experimental sciences Biology, 

Chemistry, 

Physics 

2 

2 

2  

2 

2 

2 

Mathematics Mathematics 4 4 

ICT ICT 2 2 

The Arts Visual arts, Music 3 2 

Sports Sports 3 1 

 
Total: 31 Total: 29 

 
Except for French and Luxembourgish, all subjects are taught in English. 

 
Admission criteria 
 

 Students need to have successfully completed their Primary education and be 11 years old by August 31st 
and sit an interview and upon qualification, pass entrance exams in English and Mathematics devised by 
the Athénée. 

 
Evaluation and conditions for passing 
 

Evaluation criteria and conditions for passing are the same as those of the Luxembourgish school system for 
that level (“cycle inférieur de l’enseignement secondaire”). Students who obtain an insufficient mark in one of 
the core subjects - English and French will - have to mandatorily pass a resit or they fail the year. 
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8th grade (6IEC) – Preparatory year 2 
 

Academic area (IB) Subjects Number of lessons Weighting 

First language English (core)* 4 4 

Second language French (core)* 

Luxembourgish 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Individuals and society History 2 2 

Experimental sciences Biology,  

Chemistry, 

Physics 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Mathematics Mathematics  4 4 

ICT ICT 2 2 

The Arts Visual arts 2 2 

Sports Sports 3 1 

 

Total: 30 Total: 28 

 
Except for French and Luxembourgish, all subjects are taught in English. 
 

 

Evaluation and conditions for passing 
 
Evaluation criteria and conditions for passing are the same as those of the Luxembourgish school system for 
that level (“cycle inférieur de l’enseignement secondaire”). Students who obtain an insufficient mark in one of 
the core subjects - English and French - will have to mandatorily pass a resit or they fail the year. 
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9th grade (5IEC) – Preparatory year 3 
 

Academic area (IB) Subjects Number of lessons Weighting 

First language English (core)* 4 4 

Second language French (core)* 

Luxembourgish 

4 

3 

4 

3 

Individuals and society History 

Geography 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Experimental sciences Biology,  

Chemistry, 

Physics 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Mathematics Mathematics 4 4 

The Arts Visual arts 2 2 

Sports Sports 3 1 

 
Total: 30 Total: 28 

 
Except for French and Luxembourgish, all subjects are taught in English. 
 

Evaluation and conditions for passing 
 
Evaluation criteria and conditions for passing are the same as those of the Luxembourgish school system for 
that level (“cycle inférieur de l’enseignement secondaire”). Students who obtain an insufficient mark in one of 
the core subjects English and French will have to mandatorily pass a resit or they fail the year. 
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10th grade (4IEC) – Intermediate year 1 

 

Academic area (IB) Subjects Number of lessons Weighting 

First language English (core)* 5 4 

Second language French (core)* 
German 

4 
4 

4 
3 

Individuals and society History 
Geography 

2 
2 

2 
2 

Experimental sciences Biology,  
Chemistry, 
Physics 

2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 

Mathematics Mathematics  4 4 

The Arts Visual arts 1 1 

Sports Sports 2 2 

 
Total: 30 Total: 28 

 
Except for French and German, all subjects are taught in English. 
 

Admission criteria 
 
 Students need to have passed the 5IEC (9th grade) or the 9th grade of the Luxembourgish school system 

(equivalent certificates that have been approved by the Luxembourgish government may also be accepted) 
and new applicants need to sit an interview and upon qualification, pass entrance exams in English, 
Mathematics and French devised by the Athénée. 

 
Evaluation and conditions for passing 
 
Evaluation criteria and conditions for passing are the same as those of the Luxembourgish school system for 
that level (“cycle supérieur de l’enseignement secondaire”). Students who obtain an insufficient mark in one of 
the core subjects English and French will have to mandatorily pass a resit or they fail the year. 
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11th grade (3IEC) – Intermediate year 2 

 

Academic area (IB) Subjects Number of lessons Weighting 

First language English (core)* 5 4 

Second language French (core)* 
German 

4 
4 

4 
3 

Individuals and society History 
Economics 

2 
3 

2 
3 

Experimental sciences Biology,  
Chemistry, 
Physics 

2 
2 
2 

2 
2 
2 

Mathematics Mathematics 4 4 

The Arts Visual arts 2 2 

Sports Sports 1 1 

 
Total: 31 Total: 29 

 
Except for French and German, all subjects are taught in English. 
 
Admission criteria 
 
 Students need to have passed the 4IEC (10th grade) or the 10th grade of the Luxembourgish school 

system (equivalent certificates that have been approved by the Luxembourgish government may 
also be accepted) and new applicants are required to sit an interview and upon qualification, pass 
an entrance exam in English, Mathematics, Experimental Sciences (Chemistry, Physics, Biology) 
and French devised by the Athénée.  

 
Evaluation and conditions for passing 
 
Evaluation criteria and conditions for passing are the same as those of the Luxembourgish school 
system for that level (“cycle supérieur de l’enseignement secondaire”). Students who obtain an 
insufficient mark in one of the core subjects English and French will have to mandatorily pass a resit 
or they fail the year. 
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12th and 13th grade – IB DP: Years 1 and 2 
 
The curriculum is modelled on a circle with six academic areas surrounding the three core 
requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
Over the course of the two-year programme, students will have to: 

 Study six subjects chosen from the six subject groups 
 Complete an extended essay (EE) 
 Follow a theory of knowledge course (TOK) 
 Participate in creativity, activity, service (CAS) 

Normally: 

 Three of the six subjects are studied at Higher Level (courses representing 240 teaching 
hours/288 lessons of 50 minutes; 5 lessons per week over the two years) 

 The remaining three subjects are studied at standard level (courses representing 150 teaching 
hours/180 lessons of 50 minutes; 3 lessons per week over the two years) 
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Choice of subjects 

All IB students are required to take six subjects, one each from groups 1 – 51, and as their 6th, they may 
choose Visual Arts, German B or another subject from groups 3 or 4. Three subjects must be taken at 
Higher Level (HL) and three at Standard Level (SL). 

Each subject is graded on a scale of 1 (minimum) to 7 (maximum): the awarding of the Diploma 
requires a minimum of 24 points and satisfactory completion of three additional tasks: the Extended 
Essay of 4,000 words, an independent research paper; completion of Theory of Knowledge (TOK), a 
course which analyzes knowledge acquired within and beyond the classroom; compulsory 
participation in creative, active and service-oriented projects and experiences (CAS). Bonus points may 
be awarded for an exceptional essay or performance in TOK. A maximum of 45 points may be obtained. 

Further education plans 
 

The choice of subjects is narrowly linked to the student’s further education plans. Before deciding on 
subjects, she/he reads the information about University recognition on the IB website2 carefully and 
consults the admissions office of any university in which she/he is particularly interested. IB students 
can be admitted to the best universities in the world, most of which have IB DP recognition policies. 

Admission criteria 
 

 Students need to have passed the 3IEC (11th grade) or the 11th grade of the Luxembourgish school 
system. Equivalent certificates that have been approved by the Luxembourgish government may 
also be accepted for new applicants who need to sit an interview and upon qualification, pass entrance 
exams in English, Mathematics, Experimental Sciences (Chemistry, Biology and Physics*) and 
French devised by the Athénée de Luxembourg.  

*depending on their subject choice 

 A certificate delivered by the Goethe-Institut or another Institute concerning the level of German 
(4 years of German or the level A2, Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) is 
requested by the Ministry of Education in Luxembourg. This certificate can be submitted with the 
portfolio but must be provided at the latest in April of the second year of the IB DP (for students 
requiring an equivalence to the Luxembourgish baccalaureate). 

 

Evaluation and conditions for passing 
 

Evaluation criteria and conditions for passing are those of the IB:   
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/assessment-and-exams 

  

 
1 See “Proposed IB Diploma Programme subjects at the Athénée” on the next page. 
2 http://www.ibo.org/country/ and http://www.ibo.org/diploma/recognition/directory/index.cfm 

 

http://www.ibo.org/country/
http://www.ibo.org/diploma/recognition/directory/index.cfm
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SCHOOL POLICIES 
 

Language policy – Athénée de Luxembourg 
 

Context, particularities, challenges  
Luxembourg is in a particular situation as the nation has three official languages (Luxembourgish, French, 
German) and much documentation is also issued in English and Portuguese due to the large immigrant 
population. The school's language policy is based on the language policy of our country, which offers bi- or 
even trilingual education, with the use of the vehicular language clearly defined for each course, but with 
French and German very much at the forefront within education and Luxembourgish the main language of 
communication outside the classroom – the latter being picked up rather than taught as there are only few 
lessons dedicated to Luxembourgish and only in some grades. Unfortunately, this policy is not very well suited 
to young people who immigrate to our country at an age when they no longer have time to catch up in 
languages with their peers who have been educated in our country from the beginning.  
 

Objectives 
Our language policy has as its main objective to alleviate the injustices caused by the often poor national 
language skills of our students as well as facilitating integration into the school and wider community. It is also 
with this in mind that the IB DP was adopted in our school system and that it perfectly complements the 
national school offer. A central objective of the Ministry of Education was to address a glaring hole in the 
national education offer by providing a secondary school degree in English for immigrants not fluent in the 
official languages as well as interested locals, as the demand for this was high and is still growing rapidly.   
 

Implementation and evolution  
The IB DP does not require the learning of a third language, but Luxembourg legislation imposes it on our 
pupils: "In addition to the two languages referred to in 1) a), the pupil must, in a third language, either have 
completed a four-year course of study during his or her schooling, or be able to demonstrate competences 
equivalent to level A2 as determined by the Common Framework of Reference for Languages established by 
the Council of Europe." So our international students need to choose a third language to be in line with the 
Grand-Ducal Regulation of 7 December 2010 amending the Grand-Ducal Regulation of 9 May 2008, laying 
down the procedures for recognising the equivalence of the International Baccalaureate with the Luxembourg 
secondary school leaving certificate.  
 
In the DP, we offer three language courses at both SL and HL: English and French are compulsory for all the 
students (English being the main language and Group 1 language, French being the second language and the 
language offered in Group 2) and students can also opt for German B. When implementing the IB DP at the 
Athénée de Luxembourg, it was obvious to choose English as the lingua franca and the first language, as it is 
the language that the foreign students of our target group master best upon arrival in Luxembourg.  
As French is one of our three administrative languages, every student who wants to join a class preparing for 
the IB DP must take an admission test in French, regardless of his or her general average. For students coming 
from the national system, B level French, even at HL, is not that difficult, but since it is mandatory for our 
students in order to receive an equivalence with the Luxembourgish leaving certificate, we comply to the 
requirements. However, for many of our students coming from abroad, mastering French after only a couple 
of years of teaching is not always easy, but the immersion in a francophone country helps them to catch up 
and obtain a fair level at the end of their IB DP.  
For English A, we offer both HL and SL classes due to the fact that although our students are not all native 
English speakers, they are students for whom English is their main language of education and in general 
communication with peers. Therefore, we also opted for the more advanced literature rather than the 
language and literature course to deliver the IB policy of mother-tongue entitlement. 
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The situation with German is a bit more complicated. Since we have to offer three languages, it is clear that 
we are obliged to integrate German into group 6, once more, in order to be in line with the requirements of 
the Ministry of Education. German B is mostly taken by students joining from the national system and wishing 
to pursue their university studies in a German-speaking university. They are usually required to take a Goethe 
test in addition to the DP diploma. Students who joined the international programme earlier might not take 
German B if they have already fulfilled the four-year requirement/A2 level before the DP. 
 
As far as the valorisation of the mother tongue of our students is concerned, the question is more delicate. On 
the one hand, this would be impossible for students from over 20 different countries, except perhaps as a 
self-taught subject, but since we cannot assure to find tutors in all the languages that students might master 
as their mother tongue, we decided not to pursue this option. Until now, we have never had any problems, as 
our students have always been well prepared to follow our English A course in the IB DP. Another important 
fact that needs to be pointed out is the particularity of the national language situation. Due to the fact that 
Luxembourg has three official languages, we believe it wise to focus on the official languages and on English.  
 
For students joining our international programme in the preliminary years (grades 7 to 9), upon demand from 
the Ministry, we have included Luxembourgish language classes in the curriculum. 
 

Dissemination 
Our language policy is communicated in our leaflets and on our website. Since the language policy of the 
international classes differs from the national policy in terms of the weighting of the different languages and is 
mainly aimed at students who have recently arrived in the country, it is important to communicate it in all 
strategic places accessible to foreigners and in the school environment.  
 

Support 
All students on the programme have needed to pass admission tests in English and French to ensure that they 
have the required levels of proficiency to follow the courses. We also accept students who are close to the 
demanded level and who we feel have sufficient potential and engagement to catch up in a short period of 
time, with the right support. 
For students who still have weaknesses, either with their general language skills or more specific problem 
areas, free support is offered by the school in all languages and at all levels. This ranges from advanced 
students teaching their peers, often as part of CAS, to teachers giving remedial lessons in the lunch breaks and 
after class and one-to-one tuition upon demand and appointment.   
 
The school’s strategy to support all teachers in their contribution to the language development of students is 
ingrained in our school-wide ‘projet de développement scolaire’ (educational development project) which 
targets biliteracy and vehicular language implementation. In this context, continuous vocational training 
workshops were organized last year and are scheduled for next year as well. Then, new reference literature is 
at teachers’ disposition in the school library. 
 

Flexibility  
In the event that the linguistic situation of our students changes, we should also adapt our language policy. 
However, at the moment this is highly unlikely as the current demand is growing exponentially due to 
constant immigration and the post-Brexit situation. It is conceivable that if the demand arises, other 
languages could be proposed such as Spanish, Italian or Chinese, as the school offers these choices in the 
national system. So far, there has been scant interest for such a development among our clientele though. 

 

Assessment Policy 
In Luxembourg public schools, student evaluation is regulated by law (Grand-ducal Regulation of the 14th of July 
2005, modified by the GDR of the 1st of September 2006, by the GDR of the 3rd of August 2010 and by the new 
law of the 27th of August 2017 concerning the lower cycle classes). 



 

18 

 

In Luxembourg, marks go from 01 to 60; for a passing grade a student needs a total of 30 marks. Progress to 
the next grade is regulated according to rigorous and clearly defined promotion criteria. A student can pass, 
pass by compensation (by fulfilling certain clearly defined conditions and having a certain overall mark average), 
get a resit (under certain conditions) or fail. In the latter case, the student may be authorised to retake the year, 
or be oriented toward a more appropriate educational path. 
 
Evaluation is formative and summative, according to the Ministerial Direction of 6th June 2008: 
Formative evaluation informs the teacher and student upon the learning attained and the degree of success in 
achieving the fixed objectives, as well as student auto-evaluation and regulation of learning. 
Summative evaluation controls the knowledge, know-how and soft skills taught according to the existing 
programme. It serves as reference point for the report marks and promotion decisions. 
Tests and assignments result in scores which determine the marks. The organisation, number, form and content 
as well as the marking criteria are also clearly defined by the same Direction. 
 
Our preparation years (7th to 11th grade) are not IB classes per se and, as far as evaluation and promotion are 
concerned, fall entirely under Luxembourg legislation, even though the programmes are different from those 
of the Luxembourgish system. In these classes, evaluation and promotion is conducted in accordance with the 
existing regulations governing secondary education, with the exception of determining key subjects (which are 
English and French).  
 
For the DP years (grades 12 and 13), the situation is more complex as these classes are organised in a public 
school, so they are simultaneously under Luxembourg legislation and the directive of the IBO. For these classes, 
we satisfy all the conditions as to the number of lessons, the programme and internal assessment and we 
supervise our students regarding their external assessment. The Ministry of Education allows us to use IB grades 
(1-7) in the DP years rather than the national 01-60 system, and these are also recorded on the report cards. 
The IB Diploma is granted equivalency with that of the national final exams, under the condition that students 
take French B.  
 
From 12th grade, we exclusively use IBO marking grids and grade descriptors for all papers and assessments 
and mark according to the ‘meaningful, fair and reliable’ principle and in alignment with the programme 
covered so far. Students are briefed on the new summative marking system and its particularities during 11th 
grade and again at the start of grade 12, in general and subject-specific and have access to the detailed 
assessment criteria so they understand them and can consult them in order to identify the criterion or area that 
needs improvement, for example. Marks are determined according to internal grade boundaries per subject, 
where the percentages separating/defining grades are influenced by those of the last 3 or 4 years in the DP May 
session exams, although we generally keep them a little stricter by a percentage point or two as we think this is 
to the students’ advantage in the exams and avoids teachers being too lenient in their assessment. Summative 
assessment is complemented by formative assessment which can take various forms such as individual and 
personalised teacher feedback, oral and written, student self-evaluation supported by the teacher, peer 
evaluation mediated by the teacher. 
Although students receive semesterly report cards, which inform them and their parents upon their learning so 
far and which they also often need for university applications, our philosophy is that these are in essence also 
formative tools (assessment for learning) in that students know clearly where they stand in relation to the 
objectives and demands of the programme and where and how they need to adjust or improve their learning. 
Unlike the national system, the DP is a developmental process. 
 
In this sense, we also organise two sessions of mock exams based on the model of the real DP May session, one 
around Easter of DP year one and one before the February break in DP year two, which are taken into account 
for the respective semester reports (semesters 2 and 3). Teachers are required to schedule a minimum amount 
of summative assessment with feedback per semester (3 for SL, 4 for HL), as well as constant and ongoing 
formative assessment. Our report cards are supplemented by our accompanying ‘annexe au bulletin’ for every 
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student which contains detailed teacher comments on student performance, approach to study, subject ability 
attainments and action points to be taken, this for every subject as well as the Core (TOK, CAS, EE). 
Student predicted grades are issued based on their assessment performances as well as the subject teacher’s 
professional judgement of student ability, engagement and development potential.  
There is no access barrier between DP year one and DP year two, so even underperforming students will be 
promoted. However, the teachers’ council, including the DP Coordinator and Deputy Head, gives 
recommendations based on student performance and marks at the end of the second semester/year one, 
where it may be suggested that students would be better off repeating year one if they are not judged prepared 
enough for the final year. The final decision is taken by the individual student (and their parents) though. 
Nevertheless, if a student has poor marks and misses internal deadlines for subjects, CAS and the EE, the DP 
Coordinator, in collaboration with the Deputy Head and the teachers’ council, can decide not to register a 
student for the final exams and put them back into year one. This decision is taken at the beginning of DP year 
two. 
 

Academic Honesty Policy 
Academic honesty and integrity play a central role in national evaluation and assessment policy. Luxembourg 
legislation demands that every attempt at fraud be sanctioned: 
During tests, the teacher and/or invigilator ensure strict invigilation and monitoring to avoid fraud. Should a 
fraud be witnessed, the teacher decides, upon judging the unlawful benefit the student attempted to obtain 
for themselves, to rate the entire test or a section of the test as 0 (or 01 in the non-DP international classes). 
 
All fraud brings about disciplinary measures laid down by the current disciplinary regulations, as per 
Ministerial Direction of 6th June 2008. The new law on secondary education that came into effect on 28th 
August 2017 moreover adds forgery of documents to the catalogue of offenses susceptible to leading to a 
student’s definitive expulsion:  
 
Art. 43. La mesure disciplinaire du renvoi 
Le conseil de discipline peut prononcer la sanction du renvoi à l’encontre d’un élève. Au cas où le conseil de 
discipline ne prononcerait pas le renvoi, il peut décider une des mesures éducatives prévues à l’article 42. Lors 
de cette décision, il est tenu compte de la gravité du manquement, de l’âge de l’élève, de sa maturité, de son 
comportement général ainsi que, le cas échéant, de la récidive des faits reprochés. 
Le conseil de discipline peut prononcer la sanction du renvoi pour les faits suivants : 
….. 
10° le faux en écriture, la falsification de documents ; 
…… 
La décision du conseil de discipline est motivée et arrêtée par écrit. Elle est notifiée à l’élève majeur ou aux 
parents de l’élève mineur ainsi que, le cas échéant, au patron formateur et aux chambres professionnelles 
concernées, par lettre recommandée. La décision du renvoi mentionne les voies de recours. 
MÉMORIAL A - 789 du 5 septembre 2017 
 
Academic honesty being one of our core values at the Athénée, we inform and react from the lower level 
classes onward concerning fraud and plagiarism and maintain a zero-tolerance policy. The students are clear 
about the rules pertaining to academic honesty and intellectual integrity and that any attempt at cheating is 
severely punished. Parents are informed of any such violation of the rules. This is true for the DP and 
international classes, but of course also the Luxembourgish system, as the policy and the attached values are 
school-wide – although there is less need for emphasis in the latter as these students do much less 
independent and research-based work. 
 
In the international section and DP classes, we adhere not only to national law but also the IBO guidelines. The 
IB defines student academic misconduct as  
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‘deliberate or inadvertent behaviour that has the potential to result in the student, or anyone else, gaining an 
unfair advantage in one or more components of assessment. 
Behaviour that may disadvantage another student is also regarded as academic misconduct. It also includes 
any act that potentially threatens the integrity of IB examinations and assessments that happens before, 
during or after the completion of the assessment or examination, paper-based or on-screen’ (Diploma 
Programme Assessment Procedures 2020, p 24). 
Such academic fraud and/or misconduct includes: 
Plagiarism:  
‘the representation, intentionally or unintentionally, of the ideas, words or work of another person without 
proper, clear and explicit acknowledgment’. (Diploma Programme Assessment Procedures 2020, p 24). 
Collusion:  
‘candidates are expected to present assessments in their own words and acknowledge the words or ideas of 
others where collaboration has occurred. While group working is a key element in certain subjects, for 
example, sciences, collusion occurs when this goes beyond collaboration, for example, when a single (or very 
similar) version of a report is presented by a number of candidates as their own individual work.’ (Diploma 
Programme Assessment Procedures 2020, p 24). 
Other forms of academic misconduct, which include: 
• duplicating work to meet the requirements of more than one assessment component 
• falsification or inventing fictitious data for an assignment 
• taking unauthorized material into an examination room  
• disruption of an examination by an act of misconduct, such as distracting another candidate or creating a 
disturbance 
• exchanging, supporting, or attempting to support, the passing on of information that is or could be related 
to the examination 
• failing to comply with the instructions of the invigilator or other member of the school’s staff responsible for 
the conduct of the examination 
• impersonating another candidate 
• theft of examination papers 
• obtaining or seeking to obtain, disclosing, sharing or discussing the content of an examination paper with a 
person outside the immediate school community either at any time before the start of an examination or 
within 24 hours after the examination has ended 
• use of essay-writing services (ghost-written or purchased essays) offering assistance in writing essays or 
other assessment materials. (Diploma Programme Assessment Procedures 2020, p 24-25). 
 
Teachers and IA and EE supervisors are all well aware of the guidelines (of the IBO and the school) and their 
responsibilities concerning academic honesty and brief students on the importance of acknowledging all 
sources and motivate them to produce authentic work, as well as leading by example. They also use their 
personal experience to form their own strategies of control and detection of eventual attempts at dishonesty. 
Teachers and the DP Coordinator are always in support if students need advice or are unsure about this. 
 

All our international classes/DP students are also required to sign our code of conduct (please see appendix 2 
below) which contains all school rules and expected behaviour, including those related to academic honesty 
and which they thereby pledge to uphold. In addition, DP candidates also sign the ‘Declaration of Compliance 
with IB Regulations on Malpractice’ (please refer to appendix 1 below). 
 
At the start of the DP, students attend an in-house presentation for the EE where again attention is raised 
concerning plagiarism and the importance of correct and complete referencing. Furthermore, all students are 
issued with a copy of the IB effective citing and referencing guide as well as attending a workshop on research 
and referencing and bibliographical skills in a variety of media that includes audio/visual material, written text, 
graphs, images and/or data published in print or electronic sources.  
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Notably, we link academic honesty to the IB Learner Profile and this is explained to students: they need to 
strive to be principled by conducting their research with integrity and honesty, respectful of the work done by 
others and taking responsibility for the authenticity of their own work, by aiming to be knowledgeable and 
true inquirers who want to acquire their own knowledge and understanding and be curious, thus developing 
their own skills and being enthusiastic and honest about personal achievement. This also ties in with being 
thinkers, using and developing their own creative and critical thinking skills as well as making ethical decisions 
which is also integral to academic honesty. In the same vein, the tenet of being caring is relevant, in the 
respect of research done by other people which should be duly acknowledged, as well as being reflective by 
evaluating different points of view and growing from this rather than simply stealing others’ work without 
acknowledgement, understanding or reflection. 
 
As we have smaller research projects in 10th and 11th grade, students are already briefed by the English 
teacher and/or form teacher about academic honesty in detail here, and the respective student guides also 
contain information about this. This information is also included in our EE student guide. At every level, 
students are told about forms of malpractice and warned about the consequences.  
 
The academic honesty policy can also be found on our website to ensure dissemination among current and 
prospective students as well as parents. 
 
Examples of cases of student policy breaches within the school: 
In terms of this preventive approach, we identified a case of blatant plagiarism in a candidate for the May 
2021 session’s Chemistry IA final version and awarded an ‘F’. We also refuse to register the candidate for any 
future session in this subject at our school.  
Similarly, students guilty of collusion on a Maths IA first draft in 2020 were disciplined in the form of detention 
and had to redo the assignment in question.  
In 2017, a student who falsified a parental signature on an excuse of absence she had written herself received 
detention for every lesson missed without permission. 

Appendix 1: 

DECLARATION OF COMPLIANCE WITH IB REGULATIONS ON MALPRACTICE 
  
All pupils taking the IB Diploma are subject to the Diploma Programme General Regulations, which state: 

Article 9: Responsible and ethical behaviour 
Candidates are required to act in a responsible and ethical manner throughout their participation in the Diploma 
Programme and examinations. In particular candidates must avoid any form of malpractice. 
The definition of malpractice appears in article 24: 
The IBO defines malpractice as behaviour that results in, or may result in, the candidate or any other 
candidate gaining an unfair advantage in one or more assessment components. Malpractice includes: 
(a) Plagiarism: this is defined as the representation of the ideas or work of another person as the candidate's 

own 
(b) Collusion: this is defined as supporting malpractice by another candidate, as in allowing one's work to be 

copied or submitted for assessment by another 
The consequence of malpractice is presented in article 25, item 5: 
If the final award committee decides that a case of malpractice has been established, no grade will be 
awarded in the subject(s) concerned. No diploma will be awarded to the candidate. (Vade Mecum, 2003) 
Plagiarism is recognized worldwide as a serious academic offense. Ignorance of the working definition of 
plagiarism is not a valid excuse for lapses and does not prevent a penalty from being applied to work submitted 
as original. In order to prevent any misunderstandings about what constitutes plagiarism, information is being 
provided to you that not only defines plagiarism, but also outlines strategies to prevent it.   
Please read the following statements and, if you agree, write your name, sign and date in the spaces provided. 
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I certify that ALL of the following are true: 
o I have read and fully understand the definition and consequences of malpractice as presented 

in this document. 
o I fully understand the definition of plagiarism and fabrication and recognise specifically that it 

includes copying of assignments, paraphrasing, reusing other students’ work and related acts.  
o If I am unsure about whether something constitutes plagiarism I will consult my teacher 

before I turn in the assignment. 

 

Policy on inclusion / learning support needs 

Pupils with special educational needs 
 

Since Luxembourg legislation (Law of 15 July 2011 on access to educational and professional qualifications for 

pupils with special educational needs) is very explicit on this subject and follows the IBO guidelines perfectly, 

we do not need to develop a specific policy for these classes. Moreover, the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg also 

signed the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 2011 and every teacher is obliged to 

respect and apply it (http://www.sante.public.lu/fr/publications/c/convention-droits-personnes-handicap-

protocole-fr-de-en/index.html).  

 

The legislation concerning inclusion in the school environment has just been completed (Law of 29 August 

2017) and now provides for a "school inclusion unit" (CIS- Commission d’inclusion scolaire) in each secondary 

school, constituted of members of the management, the teaching staff, the support service and the school 

medical service. At the Athénée, the current setup is as below. In Mrs Goebbels, Mr Gloden and Mrs Kayser, 

three members are directly involved with the DP.  

 

Commission d’inclusion scolaire de l’Athénée de Luxembourg (AL) 

Membre de la direction Joanne GOEBBELS 

Psychologue Ylenia GAMBUTO 

Membre du personnel enseignant ou socio-éducartif du lycée, 
secrétaire 

Olivier GLODEN 

Assistant social du lycée ou, à défaut, membre du service psycho-
social et d’accompagnement scolaire 

Cindy ARENDT 

Médecine scolaire ou délégué 

Valérie BLEY-NOULLEZ 
Carole BRANDENBURGER 
Monique EWEN 
Sandra VAN WISSEN 

Enseignants: Pia HEINRICY, Anne KAYSER 

Représentant d’un centre de compétences Thierry METZ 

At the beginning of the school year, parents must fill in a form in which they mention any disabilities their 

child may have. These forms are sent to the CIS, which organises the individual supervision of the pupils 

concerned by drawing up an "individual training plan". The latter is communicated to the teachers, the 
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supervisory staff and the management. Obviously, this information is strictly confidential. When the pupils in 

question move to a new school, these forms are forwarded to the new school by the CIS. It should be noted 

that specialised equipment (visual aids, software, etc.) and human resources can be made available to the 

schools. Pupils can benefit from "reasonable adjustments": these are determined and, if necessary, adapted 

or suspended by the Head of the school, on the proposal of the reference person (Art. 3). 

By "reasonable adjustments", the legislator means (Art. 4):- the exemption from part of the compulsory tests 

scheduled for a term or semester;- the replacement of part of the scheduled tests by a single test at the end 

of the term or semester;- the consideration, for the annual results, of the academic results relating only to 

one or two terms or to a semester.  

 

Other adjustments can be made as well (Art. 5) 

1. an increase in time for tests and integrated projects; 

2. additional breaks during the tests; 

3. the spreading of the tests of the final examination over two sessions; 

4. the relocation of the tests outside the school, at home or in a specialised institution; 

5. the use of technological and human aids to compensate for particular deficiencies; 

6. the use of a spell checker; 

7. exemptions from oral, practical or physical tests or from a module; 

8. temporary stay, for the learning of certain subjects or for all subjects, in a class other than the 

home class; 

9. medical examination before access to certain training courses; 

10. transfer of the file to the national medico-psycho-pedagogical Commission. 

 

Certificates and diplomas are identical for all pupils who have passed the tests (Art. 15).  

The supplements to the diplomas, the supplements to the certificates and the report cards mention the 

following reasonable accommodations (Art. 16): 

- the systematic use of a spellchecker; 

- the use of a vehicular language, German or French, other than that provided for in the syllabus;- exemptions 

from oral, practical or physical tests or from a module; 

- accommodations concerning a fundamental branch of the final class or the final integrated project. Teachers 

will find all this information in the "Teacher's Guide" which is distributed to them at the beginning of the 

school year. Teachers are informed of any changes in legislation during the year by the school management by 

e-mail or in a plenary conference.  

 

Specific training for teachers on this subject is offered by IFEN (Institut de formations des enseignants). At 

present, these requirements mainly concern pupils with mobility, vision or hearing problems, as well as pupils 

with dyslexia, DHS, ADHS, Asperger's syndrome or glass bone disease. For many years now, the school has 

been accessible to physically disabled persons, who are of course entitled to use the lifts and the toilets for 

the disabled. In addition to the official arrangements, people with disabilities are spontaneously supported by 

all members of the school community, as our school has always seen itself as a place open to everybody and 

since our school’s mission statement is based on mutual respect, it reflects our belief that we are all co-

responsible for an inclusive school policy and culture.  
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Learning support 
 

As far as learning support needs are concerned, our school offers a wide range of weekly support classes, 

especially for the lower grades. Students in the upper grades find help more individually from their teachers 

and classmates, or from students in other grades. During lunch breaks on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 

students who are not attending classes can either go to the supervised study sessions, where they can do 

their homework under the supervision of a teacher who can help them from time to time, or attend tutoring 

lessons in different subjects (like mathematics, English, French, and other subjects). A one-to-one tutoring 

offer has also been made available to students who need a more focused help from one of our teachers who 

have received special training in tutoring.  

Our school also offers the possibility to organize tutoring offered by other students (a project called SOSPoints 

where older students help younger students in different subjects). 

At the SePAS (Service psycho-social et d'accompagnement scolaires), the guidance teachers are also available 

to students who are looking for occasional help in one subject or another. Our psychologists provide 

psychological support for students with difficulties at home and at school, relationship problems, unhappiness 

linked to puberty or adolescence, personal problems, health problems, academic difficulties (lack of 

concentration, fear of class work, need for learning methods, etc.). They provide individual advice to students, 

their parents and teachers and ensure the social follow-up of students (family, financial, administrative 

difficulties, health problems, violence, absenteeism, discrimination, conflicts, etc.). They manage requests for 

financial aid (e.g. school subsidies, etc.) and help pupils of legal age to find accommodation. They work in a 

network with specialised services in the social, legal, psychological and medical fields and offer all kinds of 

preventive actions in collaboration with external services. Students and teachers are well informed of the 

existence of all these possibilities and do not hesitate to take advantage of them. In each class council and at 

each parents-teachers meeting, a member of the SePAS is present to ensure that a student in need of help is 

taken care of quickly. 
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Comité des Parents d'Elèves – 24, bd Pierre Dupong 

Association des Parents d’Elèves L-1430 Luxembourg 

de l’Athénée de Luxembourg www.apeal.lu 

(A.P.E.A.L) a.s.b.l. info@apeal.lu 

 

Who are we? 

In 1972, a group of students’ parents of the Athénée created the A.P.E.A.L. (Association des 

Parents d’Elèves de l’Athénée de Luxembourg). Since 2017, the Board of the A.P.E.A.L. acts 

as the Parents' Committee. 

 

The association mainly aims to foster dialogue and exchange between the students’ parents 

and the school management, teaching staff and student representatives. 

 

The association is also represented in different bodies linked to the school, such as the 

Educational Council, the “Amis de l’Athénée”, the “Anciens de l’Athénée”, or the NGO 

"Athénée-Action humanitaire a.s.b.l.", permitting us to act at different levels, ensuring that 

parents’ voices are heard in the various groups and meetings. 

 

The A.P.E.A.L also supports the social and cultural activities of the Athénée's community. 

 

Since 2018, the legally required Parents' Committee and the A.P.E.A.L. constitute the 

parents' listening group. 

 

Examples of our activities 

● Regular meetings with the parents' committees of the various high schools on the 

Geesseknäppchen campus 

● Joint interventions with the Ministry of National Education, the Ministry of the Environment 

and the City of Luxembourg 

● Meetings with Athénée’s Directorate 

● Meetings of the committee 

● Organisation of working groups: education council, discipline council, international 

classes, etc.  

● Work with the National Parents’ Representation 

● Organisation of the event on universities 

● Setting up of conversation tables with the Athénée 

● Regular online information for parents on our website www.apeal.lu 

● Attendance at the school's open days and various events 

● Issuance of our newsletter 

 

You wish to support us?    Become a member of our association by paying 

your annual membership fees of €15,- (account CCPL LU77 1111 0007 2647 

0000 mentioning APEAL membership 2024-2025) 

 

Wish to do more?  Become a member of the A.P.E.A.L. Committee 

by submitting your interest to info@apeal.lu 

 

 

 

http://www.apeal.lu/
mailto:info@apeal.lu


 

28 

 

 

For information and registrations, 
please contact: 

 

 

Athénée de Luxembourg 

International Classes Secretary : 

ib@al.lu  

Tel.: +352 440249 6110 (8:30-14:30) 

Fax: +352 440249 6114 

 

 

Joanne Goebbels 

Deputy Headmistress &  

International Classes Coordinator (Grades 7 to 11) 

E-Mail: joanne.goebbels@education.lu 

 

 

Thomas Halsdorf 

IB DP Coordinator (Grades 12 & 13) 

E-Mail: thomas.halsdorf@education.lu 
 

 

 

 

 
  

mailto:ib@al.lu
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